
:  

are required to monitor the 

releasing system. 

Therefore, a FSC-B licensed con-

tractor can install the releasing 

panel, pull stations, detectors, 

notification appliances and cir-

cuits related to the SHSS.  They 

cannot make connection to a 

building fire alarm system.  The 

connection to the building fire 

alarm system or the installation 

of said system requires a Fire 

Alarm Contractor license. 

To what extent is fire alarm 

work authorized under the Fire 

Suppression ‘B’ (FSC-B) license? 

The 2011 Pikes Peak Regional 

Building Code states that the  

FSC-B licensed contractor is 

authorized to provide the full 

range of services for special haz-

ard suppression systems (SHSS) 

including their necessary control, 

alarm and detection components.  

So, what does that mean? 

SHSS’s, by their very nature, 

require actuation by a detection 

system.  Unlike a basic fire sprin-

kler system, which can detect fire 

(the sprinkler itself) and dis-

charge water all on it’s own (the 

pipes are filled with water), an 

SHSS needs a detection device to 

notify the control unit, aka re-

leasing panel, which signals the 

solenoid to go ahead and release 

the suppression agent.  SHSS’s 

require the use of manual and 

automatic detection, where a 

basic fire sprinkler system does 

not.  So, what makes a fire alarm 

and a releasing system different?  

The difference is in the intent of 

the systems. 

A fire alarm system consists of 

components and circuits, ar-

ranged to monitor and annunciate 

the status of an  initiating device, 

and to initiate the appropriate 

response.  A fire alarm system 

also provides for the notification 

of emergency forces or occu-

pants or both, and serves the 

general fire alarm needs for a 

building. 

A SHSS releasing system is a 

dedicated function system, which 

provides control of a fire sup-

pression system and is consid-

ered part of the suppression 

system.  These systems are not 

required to be monitored by a 

supervising station and are not 

required to provide for emer-

gency forces or occupant notifi-

cation.  If a building fire alarm 

system is already provided, they 

Special Hazard Suppression 

Systems rely on detection 

and control system. 
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I N T E R E S T :  

The intent of a 

fire alarm sys-

tem and a re-

leasing system 

are different. 

FSC-B contrac-

tors can install 

the releasing 

panel, pull sta-

tions, detectors, 

appliances and 

circuits related 

to a Special 

Hazard Suppres-

sion System. 

A fire alarm 

system is moni-

tored and pro-

vides for emer-

gency forces and/

or occupant 

notification.   

Releasing sys-

tems are not 

required to 

perform any of 

these functions. 

For Information 

Contact: 
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719-358-5982 

http://www.facebook.com/csfdpio
http://twitter.com/#!/csfdpio
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