
MINUTES 
 
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board  
April 10, 2014 
1401 Recreation Way, CSC  80905 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Scot Hume, Mina Liebert, John 
Maynard, Hank Scarangella 
 
   
 
Absent:  Alex Johnson, Dan Lewis 
 
Alternate Present:  Ron Ilgen 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Opening:  Chair Hilaire called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 

CITIZEN DISCUSSION 
 
Bear Creek Watershed - Palmer Loop Trail:  Susan Davies, Executive Director of Trails and Open 
Space Coalition (TOSC), said that the Bear Creek Watershed public comment period is over.  TOSC 
continues to receive concerns and inquiries from the public regarding the closure of Palmer Loop Trail.  
Ms. Davies said that this trail was not damaged by the flooding.  The public felt that this trail is safe and 
that it is a favorite trail.  Ms. Davies was told that the trail will remain closed until the work at High Drive is 
completed.  She said that is not a good explanation for those who TOSC is communicating with.  Ms. 
Davies said that she needed a better explanation which she can take back to these people.  She asked 
that the Board consider discussing re-opening of the trail. 
 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that the Department is waiting for a 
response from FEMA regarding the details.  Staff has also met with the Legal Department and the Bear 
Creek Watershed partners regarding various issues within the Bear Creek Watershed area. 
 
Chair Hilaire requested that staff notify the Board if there are any changes regarding the trail before the 
May Board meeting. 
 
Earth Day Celebration:  John Demmon, President of the Friend of the Garden of the Gods, said that the 
annual Earth Day celebration is scheduled on April 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Rock Ledge 
Ranch and the Garden of the Gods Visitors and Nature Center.  Various events and activities are 
scheduled throughout the day. 
 
Mr. Demmon introduced Melissa Walker who was recently appointed as the new President of the Board 
of Directors for the Friends of the Garden of the Gods. 
 
Pickleball Update:  Nancy Steffy, President of the Pikes Peak Pickleball Club, said the following:  “This is 
our update on the action you gave us at the Advisory Board meeting last month on March 13th where we 
defer the more expensive post-tension concrete, fifty-year pickleball venue, solution until after the Parks 
Master Plan is published later this fall and we go work on a near-term minimal cost regional-winning 
alternative and bring back that staff recommendation to the Advisory Board.  We are now on a Regional 
Bid meeting on April 24th at the Park and Rec with our other Partners. 
 
Jeff (Norton) has researched in more depth wind-related impacts at Skyview Park and compared that to 
both Monument Valley Park as well as a Regional competitor’s location in Arvada.  Our next door 
neighbors at the Great Lakes Regional just announced their plans to host a Regional Pickleball 
Tournament this coming August 2014 in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  That means that there is added pressure to 
conduct a Great Plains Regional this year as well as possibly placing of our already nationally-posted 
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third annual Pikes Peak or Bust in September.  Thank you for all the support you’ve given us and I hope 
we’ll continue to work with you.”   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of the March 13, 2014 minutes was postponed until the May meeting. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Chair Hilaire said that the “Ceremonial Items” will now occur at a time certain of 10:00 a.m.  At that time, 
the Board will break from whatever discussions and do the ceremonial presentation.  After that, the Board 
will resume their discussions from where they left off.  The “Action Items” will be at the beginning of the 
meeting in order to have the maximum number of the Board members present to vote on these items.  
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Request on Behalf of the Colorado Department of Transportation for Concurrence with a 

Proposed Midland Trail Realignment and Noise Impacts for the I-25 / Cimarron (US 24) 
Interchange Project Discussion 
Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, said that the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) is advancing the redevelopment of the I-25 / Cimarron (US 24) Interchange 
through a Design Build Project.  CDOT is currently finalizing the design guidelines for the project with 
an anticipated construction completion date for the interchange in 2017.   
 
An overview of the proposed interchange project was presented to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board on March 14, 2014.  As part of the continued public input process, CDOT is seeking 
concurrence from the Parks Board regarding noise mitigation at America the Beautiful Park and the 
realignment of the current Midland Trail underpass at I-25 to a location south along Fountain Creek. 
 
The Environmental Assessment for improvements to the I-25 Corridor and the I-25 / Cimarron (US 
24) Interchange identifies specific improvements that impact America the Beautiful Park and the 
Midland Trail.  In December 2003, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board evaluated alternatives to 
address potential noise impacts to America the Beautiful Park.  The Board determined that views to 
and from the park were more important than the need to mitigate noise levels through the 
construction of sound walls.  In December 2002, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
considered the realignment of the Midland Trail from its current location to a corridor along Fountain 
Creek and concurred that relocation of the trail was acceptable.  In 2006, as part of the US 24 
Corridor Environmental Assessment process, the Parks Board also discussed the alignment of the 
Midland Trail and concurred that a trail along Fountain Creek was desirable.   
 
Meeting minutes from past Park Board discussion related to noise mitigation at America the Beautiful 
Park and relocation of the Midland Trail were attached to the agenda packet. (December 12, 2002; 
December 9, 2004; and November 9, 2009) 
 
Staff recommended approval of the current plan to forego sound walls along I-25 adjacent to America 
the Beautiful Park to protect views to and from the Park.  Staff recommends the approval of the 
current plan to realign the Midland Trail underpass from its current location to a new location at 
Fountain Creek.   
 
Mr. Lieber introduced Dave Watt and Lesley Mace from the Colorado Department of Transportation 
who were present at the meeting. 
 
Lesley Mace, Project Manager with CDOT, provided a presentation regarding the proposed plans for 
the I-25 /Cimarron (US 24) Interchange project. (See attached presentation and Letter 1 / Letter 2)   
 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/I-25Cimarron.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/I-25EA.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/I-25EA2.pdf


Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 
Minutes……..…………………….April 10, 2014 
Page 3  
 
 

 

Board member Scarangella asked if the existing Midland Trail to the entrance to America the 
Beautiful Park on the north side would be closed at the end of the construction.   
 
Ms. Mace said yes.  She said that a replacement option for that was discussed with staff, which is a 
200’ to 250’ long structure (a box culvert) rather than a bridge structure.  However, there is a safety 
issue because of the length of the structure. 
 
Board member Scarangella asked if the construction project would modify that crossing.   
 
Ms. Mace said that was correct.  She said that they have a significant realignment and explained the 
current location of the trail and the modified realignment on a map. 
 
Board member Hume asked if the sound would basically go over the park with the height of the 
structure.  
 
Ms. Mace said yes.  Their mitigation design is to put it right up against the highway. View corridors 
will be preserved.  
 
Board member Maynard said that following up on Board member Scarangella’s question above, he 
asked if the current inland trail location, which currently is very open and inviting with a view of the 
mountains through the opening, would be closed in because of the design reasons. 
 
Ms. Mace said that it would be a boxed structure.  She said that if it is a bridge structure then they 
would end up with a four different structures which would be very expensive and that the structures 
themselves would not as long and as wide as the Midland bridge which currently exists.  That 
structure was built for a conveyance of railroad passage and not necessary intended for pedestrian or 
trail-user traffic.  Therefore, from a project perspective constructing a structure like that does not fit 
the overall goals of their project and that is the reason why there would be a small box moving 
through there. 
 
Board member Maynard said that his concern is that the America the Beautiful redevelopment that 
needs to occur in the southwest of Downtown area that in action to me invites redevelopment on the 
west side of I-25 where I believe it is needed and by closing it would perhaps forego the opportunity 
to have some meaningful redevelopment on the west side that could be driven by what is going on 
the east side.  
 
Board member Maynard said that there would be a form of noise mitigation on the bridge section that 
would essentially be through the barrier height. 
 
Ms. Mace said that would allow for the pedestrian vehicles to see over it and allow those view 
corridors to still exist.   
 
Board member Maynard said that if there were enough height on the easterly side of the interstate to 
go above the wheels of trucks then a lot of the noise will be mitigated. 
 
Ms. Mace said that they are committed to maintaining the previous agreement between the Parks 
Department and CDOT; therefore, they will be providing an additional barrier as requested.   
 
Chair Hilaire said that the presentation showed a double diamond, on and off type of a structure; 
however, there could potentially be a change to that with a contractor. 
 
Ms. Mace said that one of the reasons why they go with design-build is to allow for opportunities for 
innovation to occur.  However there are some constraints, such as how they allow the connectivity of 
the trail network to occur, aesthetic guidelines, extensive directions in RFPs, etc.  Where they allow 
for innovation is that they could change the configuration or enhance the interchange, which allows 
operations to enhance.  The focus is on the operations level on what they can do to overall improve 
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that operation through 2035.  If there are changes to the trail then this would come back to the Parks 
Board. 
 
Chair Hilaire asked if there would be something artistic such as cast concrete underneath where 
walking.   
 
Ms. Mace said yes, especially where the trail comes in closer to those abutments underneath.  They 
will provide items which are high in textures to allow enhanced trail experience and to minimize 
opportunity for graffiti.  Ms. Mace explained their aesthetic guidelines for the I-25/U.S. 24 interchange, 
and gateway to Downtown. 
 
Board member Maynard suggested using local material such as rock material versus Texas 
limestone look. 
 
Ms. Mace said that they are looking at potential inclusion of rocks as aesthetically pleasing to drivers 
and does not cause high-level of maintenance effort.  They are still working on this.  Public can  
 
In response to Board member Maynard’s question regarding funding, Ms. Mace said that the project 
is fully funded to move forward.  They have $95 million project budget, which includes the design-
build package and the construction costs. 
 
In response to Board member Castle’s question regarding the exit to go to the right on the ramp and 
then being able to go back to I-25, Ms. Mace said that all of the movements will occur under the 
interchange.  She explained further in details on a map. 
 
Vice Chair Feffer asked if CDOT would get involved with any type of access to America the Beautiful 
Park coming off of Cimarron (east to Downtown). 
 
Ms. Mace said that they are maintaining the streets but they will not be addressing the access to the 
park.  The City would be responsible for that. 
 
Chair Hilaire asked for citizen input. 
 
Bill Koerner, with the Trails and Open Space Coalition, said that he was a part of the reviewing group 
for this project.  He said that to follow up on Board member Maynard’s concern regarding the noise, 
the group is making sure that the sound going into the park is abated, hence the wall which was 
presented which replaces the typical CDOT’s corrugated structure.  Mr. Koerner suggested using this 
in other areas of the project (i.e. on and off ramps). 
 
Mr. Koerner said that the pedestrian bridge is an important feature which allows access to America 
the Beautiful Park.  He said that we should create an environment where people can walk under the 
bridge and still feel the stream environment that we are trying to create.  Therefore, getting a bridge 
which is attractive and big enough is important. 
 
Ms. Mace said that the crossing which Mr. Koerner had mentioned is proposed and is a part of their 
basic integration.  The pedestrian connection to the trail network from the Cimarron bridge is also 
included. 
 
Charles Castle made a motion to approve the proposed noise mitigation measures to protect views at 
America the Beautiful Park and the realignment of the Midland Trail underpass to a new location 
along Fountain Creek.  Motion seconded by Scot Hume. 
 
Board member Maynard said that should the design-build changes after the public meeting from what 
was presented today then the Board needs to review it again. 
 
Board member Castle amended his motion to include Mr. Maynard’s comment above: 
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Charles Castle made a motion to approve the proposed noise mitigation measures to protect 
views at America the Beautiful Park and the realignment of the Midland Trail underpass to a 
new location along Fountain Creek.  Should the design-build changes the design of what was 
presented at this meeting, the Board would need to review the design again.  Motion seconded 
by Scot Hume and carried unanimously. 
 
Ayes: Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Scot Hume, Mina Liebert, John Maynard, 

Hank Scarangella 
Nays: None 
Absent: Alex Johnson, Dan Lewis 
 
 

2. City for Champions - Letter of Support 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that the Board heard a 
presentation on this item two meetings ago.  At that time, the Board discussed providing a support 
letter for the City for Champions project.  The Board had also requested additional information 
regarding the funding source TOPS and general support.  Ms. Palus is waiting to hear from the 
Finance Office regarding what Bob Cope had provided.  Mr. Cope provided a City for Champions 
presentation to the Parks Board in February.  
 
Chair Hilaire asked if the Board’s option is to take an action at this meeting for a support letter or wait 
until Mr. Cope and/or the Finance Office provides additional information for the Board to review then 
takes an action at a future.  Ms. Palus said yes. 
 
After a brief discussion, the Board decided to table the item until additional information is provided 
before they decide on a letter of support. 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

 City’s Storm Water Approach 
 Dave Lethbridge, Interim Director of Public Works, and Tim Mitros, Manager of Stormwater, provided a 

presentation regarding the Mayor’s “The Most Sensible Approach to Stormwater”. 
 

The presentation included 2014 Stormwater budget details; sensible approach - structure; governance; 
funding source; multi-jurisdictional opportunities; summary of validated project costs; summary of high 
priority projects; and Camp Creek Drainage Improvement project.  (See attached presentation)   
 
Board member Castle asked if there is a way to tie watering in parks to stormwater. 
 
Mr. Mitros said that there may be legal issues associated with that. 
 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that the El Pomar Sports Complex 
uses water from the creek.  It has to have a right amount of detention area and the right amount of quality of 
water and pressure.  Staff can continue to look for opportunities.  The Department will continue to pay for 
water at a reduced rate.  The City owns the water rights; however, CSU has the authority to charge for 
water. 
 
In response to Board member Castle’s question regarding the components of the authority, Mr. Mitros said 
that would be the City of Colorado Springs, El Paso County and any other outlined municipalities who would 
want to join (i.e. Palmer Lake, Monument, Manitou Springs, Fountain, etc.).  The relationship will be 
established through an Inter-governmental Agreement. 
 
 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/StormWater.pdf
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In response to Board member Hume’s question regarding the Cottonwood Creek at Academy, Mr. Mitros 
said that is included under the high priority projects. 
 
Board member Maynard said that the recommended solutions for the Camp Creek drainage project will be 
presented on April 29th.  He said that an option which was presented at an earlier meeting seemed to have 
an impact to the entry into the park on Gateway Road and the proposed detention pond to the north 
Gateway Road might visually impact the features of the park.  Board member Maynard asked what the 
Parks Board’s role would be with this project, since there will be some impacts to the Garden of the Gods 
Park and if the Board determines that there will be significant impacts to the park with selected alternate.   
 
Mr. Mitros suggested inviting Wilson and Company to a Board meeting for a presentation as well as 
questions and answers. 
 
Board member Maynard said that his concern was around the Gateway Road area and the visual impact 
which it might have. 
 
Mr. Mitros said that Tweed Kezziah has been doing a lot of outreach on this and that he can provide the 
contact information. 
 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that they will be back in May to 
present their recommendations after they had their last public meeting.  Ms. Palus said that the concerns 
which Board member Maynard expressed have been resolved.  Staff has had dialogue with firm and staff is 
comfortable with the solutions.  Staff will invite them to the Board meeting and have them present those 
information. 
 
Board member Maynard made a comment regarding the stormwater presentation and the $1 million plus 
dollars which might go to the parks, the Mayor is supportive of the Parks program; however, the Department 
has a lot going on (i.e. trying to solve a water problem, community parks, deficit problems, trail construction 
issues, etc.).  He said that if the stormwater program goes forward, that is not a total solution for parks.  The 
Department has other issues in terms of funding. 
 
Board member Maynard said that this presentation was the Mayor’s idea.  However, there is an alternative 
group who are working on ways to solve stormwater issue.   
 
Vice Chair Feffer asked if the Board would have an opportunity to hear the alternative solution. 
 
Ms. Palus said that she would ask Dave Munger for him to provide his presentation. 
 
Board member Scarangella asked who makes the decision on Camp Creek drainage project and what 
would happen on the 29th at the public meeting.   
 
Staff said that recommended plan would be unveiled. 
 
Mr. Mitros said that the Mayor will support the citizens’ decision.  Once the project is approved, the 
construction will begin. 
 
Board member Scarangella expressed concern that the preferred option was going to be presented at 
the Community Meeting on April 29, without first being presented to the Parks Board.  
 
Mr. Mitros assured the Board that it would see a presentation at its May meeting and that the Board’s 
input would be considered before finalizing the design concept. 
 
In response to Board member Scarangella’s question regarding the $1 million for Camp Creek project in 
presentation, Mr. Mitros said that money will be used to re-do the hydrology and engineering.  There is a lot 
of design work that needs to be done. 
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Board member Hume said that the Parks Board would not have input on the Camp Creek project if the 
project moves forward after the April 29th meeting. 
 
 
Board member Scarangella requested visual information as to what it is going to look like. 
 
Ms. Palus said that this item will be brought back to the Board at the May meeting. 
 
Board member Scarangella requested visual information as to what it is going to look like. 
 
Mr. Lethbridge said that he will provide that information. 
 
In response to Board member Scarangella’s questions, Ms. Palus said that the Camp Creek project is a 
team effort between the Parks and Public Works Departments.  However, the funding is coming from Public 
Works.  They will also apply for grants. 
 

 
 Cemetery Year-End Report 
 Will DeBoer, Cemetery Supervisor, provided a year-end report regarding the Cemetery Enterprise 

operations, which is comprised of Evergreen and Fairview Cemeteries.   
 

Mr. DeBoer’s presentation included Cemetery facts; financial data; community outreach; Evergreen 
Cemetery Benevolent Society; industry challenges and planning for future.  (See attached 
presentation) 

 
 In response to Board member Liebert’s questions regarding the size of Evergreen Cemetery and 

green burial, Mr. DeBoer said that Evergreen Cemetery is approximately 200 acres.  Of that 100 
acres have irrigated turf and 50 acres are roads and unusable property.  Additional 50 acres need to 
be irrigated.  The total acreage for the new section is 2.3 acres.  Also, green burial is available at the 
Cemetery. 

 
 In response to Board member Castle’s suggestion regarding an increase of 21% in fees and charges 

and/or an increase of 3.5% every year, Mr. DeBoer said that 21% increase is not feasible because he 
has to be compatible in the market with the industry.    

 
USL Pro Soccer Proposal at Coleman Community Park 

Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, said that the City has been 
approached by the Ragain Sports to look for a home for a United Soccer League Team.  The site which 
has been discussed is at the Coleman Park, specifically the Sand Creek Soccer Stadium.  Staff has 
been meeting with the proponents of the Team and discussed the process and a potential agreement.  
This meeting is to provide a broad overview of the proposal.  This item will be back at a later date for 
the Board’s action. 
 
Nick Ragain, with Ragain Sports, said that the Team’s goal is to play and host events for the 
professional soccer teams throughout the country.  Their ideal location is adjacent to Sky Sox Stadium.  
The facility at Sand Creek is not large enough to facilitate a game.  They have to meet or exceed the 
League’s minimum guidelines.  Pro Soccer is not proposing to make any changes to uses but rather 
wanting to make significant improvements to the site.  They are not asking for any funding because they 
are going to finance the project themselves.  Anything that is permanent which is going to be installed 
will become the City’s property.  Their goals include: 
 
- Timing:  The Team understands that there are processes which will need to take place but this 

could take some time.  Thus, the City has a rapid response team which has been organized to 
address and take the concept of what this park needs to become through its processes and make 
sure that it addresses all of the City’s requirements for the building and such. 

 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/CemeteryUpdate.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/CemeteryUpdate.pdf
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- Naming Rights:  The Team would like to recuperate some of the investment cost because that 
investment cost will not be off-set by the time that they are there just on ticketing and sponsorships 
alone.  Therefore, the naming rights is one of the sticking points which will need to be addressed at 
a later time. 
 

- Temporary Location:  Operations’ temporary location would need to be in the existing dirt lot near 
the stadium to house and store equipment and people at different timeframes.  

 
The Team will start playing in 2015; however, they would like to have a couple of exhibition games this 
fall, which is the reason why they are pushing for timing.  There has been some involvement from the 
local construction and engineering companies.  Their events group is willing to put this together 
because they believe they can have a permit and temporary structures in place.   
 
Board member Castle asked if the group is going to rename the park. 
 
Mr. Ragain said yes.  He said that as they identify potential sources of revenue, naming rights for a 
facility is the best way to accomplish that.  Therefore, for the time which they have the partnership 
agreement, it would be a part of the agreement that they would have the rights to have the site 
sponsored.  This would need to be discussed further with staff. 
 
Board member Castle clarified that the Team is not changing the name of the park but adding another 
label to the park.  Mr. Ragain said that was correct. 
 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that this is something out of 
the norm and that Mr. Ragain has been patient while staff worked with the City’s Legal, Finance and 
Real Estate Departments.  Because there are so many things that are going to be involved with the 
partnership agreement, it will come to Parks Board for action and to City Council for action as well.   
The Parks Board serves as the Asset Naming Board for the City.  It will not actually change the name 
of the park, it will remain Coleman Park.  It is renaming the stadium that is being discussed.  Staff and 
legal is working through those incidentals. 

 
Board member Liebert asked what the timeframe would be for a sponsor organization to have the 
naming rights. 
 
Mr. Ragain said that they would work it into the length of the partnership agreement. 
 
Vice Chair Feffer said that the Velodrome is the 7-Eleven Veledrome and asked if 7-Eleven has been 
paying money all these years since the Velodrome had the rights to the name for that facility. 
 
Ms. Palus said that was a big part of the staff’s discussion.  Southland Company, which is 7-Eleven, 
was the builder of the Velodrome.  However, she was not sure if 7-Eleven has been paying.  Ms. 
Palus said that the document for the Velodrome will be shared with the Board, along with a staff 
recommendation, when this item comes back to the Board. 
 
Vice Chair Feffer asked if the improvements being made by the Team would have any residual value 
for the next user. 
 
Mr. Ragain said yes.  There will be permanent and temporary fixtures.  A majority of the permanent 
fixtures revolve around in being able to seat more people.  The site would be available to the City for 
rentals and events that have certain desired seating levels throughout the partnership period, though 
the schedules and functions would need to be coordinated.  The goal for this project is to create a 
win-win situation.   
 
In response to Board member Hume’s question regarding the field, Mr. Ragain said that the existing 
field will remain as is.   
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In response to Board member Hume’s question, Ms. Palus said that this is not a change in use but an 
enhancement to the current use.  This will also provide a significant economic impact.  The Team is 
looking to have approximately eighteen to twenty games per season.  That is the reason why this 
does not require an overall master plan amendment; however, there will be a public discussion 
because there will be some changes (i.e. influx of traffic, impact on parking, addition of 3,600 seating, 
etc.).  The Department is working closely with Sky Sox on schedules and other issues.  The 
Department is currently working on a partnership agreement versus a lease agreement, which will be 
similar to the original agreement with Sky Sox. 
 

 Mr. Regain said that Pro Soccer is planning to participate with youth clubs and organizations to 
promote soccer.  He mentioned that the World Cup is scheduled in June.  Lastly, he invited Board 
members to the brand revealing event on June 5th, 6:30 p.m. at the Bristol Brewing Company. 

 
 

BREAK:  9:55 a.m. 
RECONVENED:  10:03 a.m. 

 
 

CEREMONIAL ITEMS  (at 10:00 a.m.) 
 
 Annual Volunteer Update  

Tilah Larson, Senior Volunteer Coordinator, said that in 2013 over 6,000 volunteers contributed nearly 
150,000 hours of service.  This equates to $3,765,000 in service value to the Parks Department.  There 
have been 150 individuals who gave over 150 hours last year. 
 
2014 volunteer opportunities include Spruce Up the Springs; Friends Groups; Springs in Bloom; 
coaching; and Adopt A Park. 
 

 Ms. Larson recognized the following volunteers: 
 

- 2013 Friends Group of the Year:  Tom Howes and the Guardians of Palmer Park as they have 
contributed over 2,200 hours of volunteer work in Palmer Park in 2013. 

 
- 2014 Volunteer of the Year:  Nanette Greening, a volunteer in North Cheyenne Cañon Park, who 

served over 1,100 hours in support of the park in 2013.  Ms. Greening also volunteers at the 
Pioneers Museum including the “Festival of Light” event for the past seventeen years. 

 
Matt Mayberry, Manager of Cultural Services, recognized volunteers from the Colorado Springs Pioneers 
Museum (CSPM) who have served over 25 years: 
 
- Edith and Marvin Kramer:  The Kramer’s have assisted with special events and other programs.  Ms. 

Kramer has served as a past president of the Museum Docent organization and served as a Docent 
representative on the Museum’s Friends Board.  She also welcomed thousands of children to the 
Museum over the years. 

 
- Thomiana Davis:  Ms. Davis served as a past president of the Museum Docent organization and is 

still active in Docent programs. She was the recording secretary for the Friends Board for many 
years.  Ms. Davis is a long-time and faithful volunteer in the Museum store.  She is a talented 
seamstress and recently created original plush toys for use in the new Children’s exhibit, “Journey to 
Pikes Peak”, which opened in March 2014. 

 
- Joyce Vogel:  Ms. Vogel is the Museum’s longest active volunteer.  She was engaged in helping to 

move the Museum into the 1903 El Paso County Courthouse in the 1970s. Ms. Vogel is past 
president of both the Friends of the CSPM and the Museum Advisory Board.  For many years, Ms. 
Vogel led the Museum’s Festival of Lights event, which is the Museum’s largest annual event.  Most 
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recently she helped to round out the Museum’s organizational archives by donating her own notes 
and documents. 

 
- Chrys Fotenos (Not present at the meeting):   Ms. Fotenos is a past Board member of the CSPM 

Friends and past president of the El Paso County Pioneers’ Association, which is the Museum’s 
founding organization.  Ms. Fotenos led the effort to create and fund the public art installation, “Follow 
the Setting Sun,” on the CSPM’s east grounds.  She is currently a member of the Museum Board, 
which is now finalizing the Museum’s strategic vision for the next ten years. 

 
Ms. Larson announced the 2014 Spruce Up the Springs volunteer project dates:   
- April 26th from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Monument Valley Park/Pikes Peak Greenway 
- May 17th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at Palmer Park 
- June 21st at Ute Valley Park 
- July 19th at Meadows Park and Deerfield Hills Community Centers 
- August 16th at North Cheyenne Canon Park 

 
Ms. Larson thanked the Board members for their support to the Parks Department. 

 
 
 Velodrome Roof Structure Proposal at Memorial Park 

Chris Lieber, Manager, Park Development and TOPS Program, said that the Department has had a 
thirty-year partnership with the Olympic Training Center (OTC) regarding the 7-Eleven Velodrome at 
Memorial Park.  The Department received a proposal from the USOC to place a roof structure over 
the Velodrome, not only to benefit the OTC but as well as the community at large.  This is an 
introduction item at this time.  The item will be brought back to the Board in the near future.  Staff has 
discussed the process and an agreement with the OTC.  Representatives from the Olympic Training 
Center (Aron McGuire, Director and a former member of the US Bobsled Team), the United States 
Olympic Committee (USOC) (Rick Meyer) and an architect (Andrew Bernard), were present at the 
meeting. 
 
Mr. McGuire and Mr. Bernard provided an overview of the proposal and the opportunities regarding 
the roof structure as well as the two alternative seasonal covers for the Velodrome: (1) Fully enclosed 
“bubble”, or (2) Rigid supported “tent”.  The purpose of the temporary cover is to create a year-round 
training facility for Olympic and Paralympics athletes and for use by the community.  (See attached 
presentation) 
 
In response to Board members’ questions, Mr. McGuire provided the following responses: 
- The USOC is currently exploring two options for the cover. They need to review the financial 

costs, operation costs, etc. before making the final decision on the cover.   
- The timeframe for the installation of the cover is projected to be the fall of 2015. 
- USOC will continue to provide the maintenance for the Velodrome as well as the new roof cover.   
- Lifespan for the cover is seven to ten years but it may potentially last longer since the cover will 

be used seasonally (November through March – 180 days maximum). 
- The cost for the covers has not been determined.   
- Snow loading on the cover and wind are critical factors.  However, there is a wind detection 

system which will adjust the fabric accordingly. 
- There is a 15’ difference in height between the two options.  The fully enclosed “bubble” is 75’ 

clear height and the rigid supported “tent” is 60’ clear height. 
- Placing the Olympic Rings on the tent is not being considered.  However, sponsor logos on the 

tent may be considered.  If that is the case then the logo will have a clean and professional look. 
- The color range of the tent will be white to tan.  They would like to get as much day light through 

the temporary roof as possible.  
 
 

 Evans Avenue Bridge Replacement at North Cheyenne Cañon 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/Velodrome.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/Velodrome.pdf
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Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, said that there is a significant 
construction project planned to take place at the entrance of North Cheyenne Cañon.  The Board 
approved the Evans Avenue Bridge Replacement and Development project in June 2011.  The project 
is finally moving forward with a construction project, which is scheduled to begin after Labor Day with 
completion by December 2014.  The reseeding around the project area will be in the spring of 2015. 
 
Aaron Eckberg, with Public Works Department, provided an overview of the project; status of the 
project; and anticipated construction schedule.  (See attached presentation) 
 
Chair Hilaire asked if stoneware is being used in order for the bridge to look as much like the original 
bridge.  Mr. Eckberg said that was correct. 
 
In response to Board member Castle’s questions regarding the size of the bridge, Mr. Eckberg said 
that the current bridge is 19’ wide with less than a 10’ travel in each direction so it is really not a two-
lane bridge.  The new bridge will be 34’ wide. 

 
 
 Update on City Procurement Process 

Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, said that our projects start with a 
public process.  The public process and review by the Parks Board typically defines the scope of work 
for each project.  The overall project cost is largely determined by the public process.  
 
The Parks Department follows City, State or Federal guidelines, depending on which pool of funds we 
have to advance any particular project.  Our projects start with a public process.  So often, the types 
of facilities or decisions that end up driving cost really are a direct result of that public process.  Once 
the project scope is determined, Park staff develops construction documents and cost estimates.  The 
estimates are based upon hundreds of past projects using private sector bid results as a baseline.  
Staff then takes the construction documents and bids them competitively with private contractors.  
Often depending on the size and scale of the projects, the projects are advertised nationally on the 
City’s Procurement website.  The City typically accepts the lowest bids.  Bids are evaluated to make 
sure that they are within reason.  Projects also typically go through a value-engineering process.  
When we are in the design phase we evaluate alternatives to explore ways that we can still deliver 
great services and high quality products in perhaps a little more cost effective way (i.e. Cottonwood 
trail slope stabilization – building retaining walls versus grading back the slope to save $40,000; 
slowing or advancing projects to piggy back on partnership projects such as Colorado Springs Utilities 
projects; feedback from contractors on concrete trail work).   
 
How might some of these projects differ from private sector projects?  
 
1. We look at a much longer amortization.  We really strive to put product/resources on the ground 

that will have a life expectancy of fifty years or more.  Examples are Manitou Incline 
improvements and Red Rock Canyon open space. 

2. We look for opportunities to save cost on maintenance.  Sometimes that means spending more on 
the capital end.  An example is a triangle left on pedestrian ramps at the corner of the parks.  We 
put a stamped concrete or a harden surface to save maintenance cost for irrigation systems, water, 
mowing, weeding, etc.  This cost adds to the capital cost but it saves resources/maintenance down 
the road. 

3. We also sometimes see an increase in costs depending on the funding source that we have.  If 
we have Federal funds then we typically have to follow Federal procurement guidelines that mean 
inclusion of Davis Bacon wages, which is a Federal requirement but it does often increase the 
cost of some of our projects.  Also, there might be additional permitting requirements that come 
with that particular funding source, which can increase the cost of our project.   

 
This is the summary of how we approach our projects and hopefully gives an understanding of what 
ends up ultimately driving project costs.  We are looking for the private sector to give us the best 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/april/Evans.pdf
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value that they can offer and also looking for ways to save cost but still deliver a great product that 
has a fifty-year life expectancy, if at all possible. 
 
In response to Board member Liebert’s question, Mr. Lieber said that the City almost always goes 
with the lowest bid.  However, the City sometimes goes through a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
process to let the bidders know what the budget is and challenge them to give the City the most value 
that they possibly can for that budget.  Then the City’s evaluation team evaluates a variety of factors.  
 
Board member Castle asked if the City gives local companies a better break?  Mr. Lieber said no, not 
on the lowest bid process.  However, if it is an RFP process, then the City can add in, and it often 
does through the Procurement Office, extra points for local proposers. 
 
Board member Maynard asked what the cost is to build a pickleball court.  Mr. Lieber said that it costs 
approximately $60,000 to $65,000 to build a post-tension concrete tennis court.  As many as three 
pickleball courts can be put on a tennis court. 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, Kim King, Manager of Recreation and 
Administration, and Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, reported on the 
following items: 
 

 TOPS Update 
The TOPS Working Committee met in joint session with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board on 
April 2, 2014 to review and discuss the Parks, Recreation, Trails and Open Space Master Plan 
process.  The meeting focused on an overview of information obtained from the Colorado Springs 
community through the Task Force, Technical Team, Round Table Discussions, and the draft citizen 
survey.  The Committee also discussed the overall themes that are emerging through the planning 
process in advance of the April 30, 2014 Community Meeting.  

 
The Committee has recommended the acceptance of a donation of open space land adjacent to the 
Northgate Open Space.  TOPS staff is currently working on the due diligence related to acceptance of 
this parcel and anticipate placing this item on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board agenda in 
June.  The Committee has recommended support for an Open Space Grant application to Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) to be submitted by El Paso County Parks for acquisition of the 
Wedgewood Property.  The Committee agreed that a future consideration of up to $25,000 from 
TOPS Open Space Funds toward this acquisition would be appropriate for consideration.  The TOPS 
Working Committee will consider a formal recommendation to the Parks Board pending the outcome 
of the GOCO Grant application in July. 

 
 Mountain Shadows Park Renovation 

Renovation of Mountain Shadows Park is scheduled to begin in early July.  This project will focus on 
construction of Phase I of the approved Mountain Shadows Park Master Plan (approved by the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Board in early 2013).  Colorado Springs Together is continuing to raise 
necessary funding and identify in-kind donations for both the park improvements and the 
development of the Waldo Canyon fire memorial.  We anticipate that all necessary funds will be 
raised by the end of April.  The anniversary of the Waldo Canyon Fire, June 26th, will be marked by a 
community celebration in the park and serve as the ground-breaking event for the park 
improvements. 

 
 Disc Golf Update 

Park staff is continuing to explore opportunities for disc golf.  Staff has been conducting due diligence 
on three properties as presented to the Board in late 2013.  These properties include: City Park 
property east of the El Pomar Youth Sports Complex, City-owned property along Cottonwood Creek 
just east of Powers Boulevard, and the southwest portion of Rampart Park.  We anticipate public 
meetings to commence with neighborhoods surrounding these properties in June.  Based upon input 
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received from the community meetings and an analysis of each site, staff anticipates bringing 
recommendations for each site to the Parks Board for formal consideration in August. 

 
 Bankers Loop Update 

The Bankers Loop project, consisting of mountain bike loops located along the Pikes Peak Greenway 
near South Tejon, continues to advance.  Environmental assessment work has been completed and a 
flood plain permit obtained.  The limits of the environmentally sensitive areas have been clearly 
identified at the project site to serve as project limits for the upcoming volunteer trail building projects.  
Staff is working with the Bankers Loop advocates and work is anticipated to begin later this month.  
The Bankers Loop advocates are pursuing formal adoption of this area and have recently conducted 
several clean-up related projects, primarily focused on the removal of extensive trash and debris.  
Staff has also been coordinating with the Colorado Springs Police and the HOT Team to address 
ongoing camping issues in this immediate area.  Signage will be installed along the Pikes Peak 
Greenway Trail identifying the Bankers Loop area and recognizing our project partners.  

 
 Playground Renovations Update 

Staff has completed a series of neighborhood meetings for the seven playgrounds to be renovated in 
2014.  At each neighborhood meeting, residents were presented with at least two playground 
alternatives to choose between.  Each participant was given a dot to “vote” for their favorite 
playground.  Participants under the age of twelve were given two dots to “vote.”  At each meeting, 
there was lively discussion regarding the color of the playground equipment and types of playground 
safety surfacing.  Overall, the community input was very informative and supportive.  In addition, 
modifications to the selected playgrounds were made to accommodate specific neighborhood 
requests (i.e. additional play panels were added at the base of a playground to provide for the needs 
of a wheelchair bound child who lives across the street from the park.)  Installation of the new 
playgrounds will take place throughout the spring, summer and fall of 2014.  The first playground to 
be completed is located within Monument Valley Park.  The completion of the Monument Valley 
playground renovation will be celebrated with a ribbon cutting celebration as part of the April 26th 
Spruce Up the Springs volunteer event. 

 
 Creekside at America the Beautiful Park Update 

Construction documents are being finalized for summer construction.  The environmental permitting 
process is underway.  Staff has been coordinating with representatives from the Colorado 
Department of Transportation in anticipation of the replacement of the adjacent I-25/Cimarron 
Interchange.  Colorado Springs Utilities has agreed to provide in-kind services to do the necessary 
earthwork to remove the existing berm between the park and Fountain Creek.  In partnership with the 
Greenway Fund and the Downtown Partnership, staff will be hosting a community stakeholders 
meeting in early May to provide a progress update.  

 
 Venezia Park Update 

Staff continues to pursue capital funding scenarios and funding opportunities to close the remaining 
funding gap of approximately $2.5 million.  In addition, staff has been evaluating revenue generation 
potential for the master planned park amenities and identifying possible revenue sources to cover the 
ongoing maintenance and operational funding needs associated with the proposed park.   
 

 No Smoking Ordinance 
Pursuant to the passage of Ordinance No. 13-46 by City Council on September 25, 2013, Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services staff began the assessment of parks to determine the appropriate 
location of signs and the appropriate or allowable locations within park property where smoking areas 
may be located.  Children attending programs at our three Community Centers were invited to create 
signs encouraging people not to smoke in the parks which will be used to convey the no smoking 
message.  Staff has used children’s art work previously in the creation of signs asking people to pick 
up their pet’s waste and have found that these signs experience a significantly lower instance of 
vandalism than do standard regulatory signs.  The signs that have already been installed employ a 
positive reinforcement message as opposed to a traditional regulatory message.  
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Identifying where smoking areas may be located was primarily driven by considering the following 
criteria: 
 
- If a park was less than a half-acre in size (21,780 square feet), staff opined that this was too small 

of an area to identify a smoking area within its boundaries.  Ten park properties were included in 
this category. 

- There were three parks where the public right-of-way extended a relatively significant distance 
into what many would consider as a portion of “the park” so designated areas were not 
considered for these sites.  At these three designated park properties, Acacia Park, Alamo 
Square Park (Pioneers Museum), and City Hall Park, the public right-of-way extends to the inside 
edge of the sidewalk meaning a reasonable amount of space exists that is not covered by the 
ordinance and where  an individual may legally smoke if they so choose.   

- Eleven properties maintained as parks are leased by the department from School District 11, 
School District 2, or School District 20.  State Senate Bill 94-100 grants school districts the 
latitude to prohibit the use of tobacco products on school owned, leased or rented property.  All 
the aforementioned districts have utilized this Statute to establish smoke free zones on all of their 
properties which include those sites leased by the City.  Designated smoking areas will not be 
identified at these locations. 

- Apart from the eleven sites leased from the school districts, there are twenty-seven other City 
owned parks that are adjacent to schools, twenty-five of which are elementary schools. At this 
point smoking areas have not been designated at these locations. 

 
To date, staff has installed “no smoking signs” at ninety of the possible 144 developed park sites 
where smoking is prohibited by the approved ordinance.  Of the possible ninety-three sites where a 
designated smoking location would be appropriate, thirty-seven have been installed to date.  Each of 
these areas include a bench and sign identifying it as a designated smoking area.     
 
No smoking signs have been installed at each of the five regional parks and the three open space 
properties that have designated parking areas.  Signs have been installed designating hard surfaced 
parking lots as designated smoking areas. 
 
Kick Butts Event – In association with the Tobacco Education Prevention Partnership of El 
Paso County Health 
 
On March 25th, during spring break, the Deerfield Hills and Meadows Park Community Centers 
partnered with El Paso County Health to educate elementary school aged youth about the dangers of 
using tobacco by organizing "park clean ups" in city parks within walking distance of the community 
centers.  Youth picked up cigarette butts and placed them in recycled plastic water bottles that they 
had decorated, as part of demonstrating the tobacco problem.   
 
At Meadows Park, there were 27 camp participants who participated in a scavenger hunt, spending 
about 15 minutes individually and in a two-line relay race, roaming the park to locate and collect 
discarded cigarette butts and placing them into provided plastic containers.  Even though the park is 
now designated as a no smoking area, well over 100 butts were collected during this time.  
 
The Deerfield Hills Community Center’s Kick Butts clean-up engaged 43 elementary school aged 
children.  This activity was integrated into our existing Spring Break Camp.  The activity began with 
each participant drawing an image of what first comes to mind when they think about smoking.  The 
drawings depicted images ranging from no smoking signs to unhealthy hearts and blackened lungs.  
We then divided the participants into five teams, each equipped with rubber gloves, a plastic bottle for 
cigarette trash, and a trash bag for anything else.  After about 25 minutes we came back together as 
a group, briefly chatted about how it feels to find so many cigarettes in our park and gave the 
participants the opportunity to sign their names on a “Pledge to Never Start” form.  All 43 children 
signed the pledge.  Perhaps most exciting for the kids, we concluded by handing out goody bags 
compiled by the El Paso County Health Department.  This was an excellent catalyst to spark an 
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ongoing dialogue about tobacco use.  (March 26, 2014 Gazette article regarding Kick Butts Event 
was distributed.) 
 

 Pikes Peak Summit House  
Pikes Peak-America’s Mountain (PPAM) has sent a letter to the US Forest Service (USFS) stating the 
City’s support for a summit complex plan rather than a one-building design. 
 
Next actions include: 
1. USFS: 

a. Decision on summit complex plan or one building complex. 
b. Initiate formal consultation with State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 
 

2. PPAM: 
Once decision on summit complex or one building is made: 
a. Work with City Procurement to determine contract form and scope. 
b. Complete Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) and 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and US Army Research Institute of Environmental 
Medicine (USARIEM), if necessary, for funding of design, environmental studies and 
construction. 

c. Request permit extension from USFS. 
d. Form design team to develop Request for Proposal (RFP) for design of summit.  Input from 

upper management on who should be on this team in addition to PPAM, CSU, USACE and 
USARIEM. 

e. Begin National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) process. 
f. Reinitiate public process.  

 
After a brief discussion between the Board members and staff regarding the Summit House plan, 
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that Jack Glavan’s 
presentation regarding the plan will be sent to Board members. 
 

 Water Advisory Group  
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, has been asked to participate in 
Colorado Springs Utilities’ (CSU) Integrated Water Resources Advisory Group. “Integrated Water 
Resource Plan Fact Sheet”, which was distributed to the Board members, provides additional 
information regarding the purpose of the group and the plan they will be guiding. 
 
Essentially, CSU is undertaking a long-term water planning process known as the Integrated Water 
Resource Plan (IWRP).  The IWRP will ensure that Colorado Springs continues to have a reliable, 
sustainable and cost effective water supply for decades to come.  CSU is planning to engage the 
public for their input during the planning process.  Staff will provide periodic updates.  
 

 Upcoming Meetings and Events 
- Earth Day:  April 19th, 9:00 a.m-3:00 p.m. at Rock Ledge Ranch and Garden of the Gods Visitors 

and Nature Center 
- Annual Arbor Day Celebration:  April 22nd, 11:00 a.m. at Alamo Square Park 
- Joint City Council and Parks Board Meeting:  April 29th,11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the Pioneers 

Museum 
- Parks Master Plan Public Meeting:  April 30th, 6:30 p.m. at the City Auditorium 
- Spruce Up the Springs Projects:   

• Monument Valley Park/Greenway:  April 26th, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon  (Playground Renovation 
Ribbon Cutting) 

• Palmer Park:  May 17th, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon  (National Kids to Parks Day Proclamation)  
- County-Wide Parks Board Meeting:  May 14th, 12:00 noon at the Fountain Creek Nature Center 

(320 Peppergrass Lane, Fountain, CO 80817) 
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BOARD BUSINESS 
 
 Board/Committee Reports and Remarks 
 

Water Issue:  Board member Castle asked if water will be a part of the discussion with City Council?  
Ms. Palus said that the Council understands that water is a significant topic for the Parks Board.  Ms. 
Palus has already met with two Council members and will meet with two more members.  She said 
that they will be prepared for the water dialogue.   
 
Stormwater:  Vice Chair Feffer said that there is a group which is heading in a totally different 
direction regarding the stormwater issue than what was presented earlier in the meeting.  He said that 
the Board needs to hear from both sides.   
 
Meeting with the Mayor:  Vice Chair Feffer made a suggestion that the Board meet with the Mayor.  
 
Ms. Palus said that she can set up the meeting with the Mayor. 
 
Chair Hilaire said that City Council needs to be informed of the Board’s meeting with the Mayor since 
the Board is an advisory board to City Council. 
 
List of Undeveloped Community Park Sites:  Board member Maynard requested that staff provide 
a list of the undeveloped community park sites and locations at the May meeting. 
 
Chair Hilaire suggested that it be included in the Staff Report.  She said that the intent of the written 
Staff Report is for the Board members to read it before the meeting and ask follow up questions at the 
meeting to shorten the overall meeting time. 
 
NOTE:  John Maynard left the meeting at 11:50 a.m. 
 
City Code:  Board member Scarangella asked the status of the City Code scrub which was 
mentioned several meetings ago. 
 
Ms. Palus said that the Department has not had a chance to launch that project yet but it will soon.   
 
Meeting with City Council:  Board member Scarangella suggested that the Board meet prior to the 
joint meeting with City Council to prepare for that meeting. 
 
Chair Hilaire said that she would like to see the agenda first before meeting with the Board members.  
However, she would like to schedule a meeting date since the meeting has to be notified to the 
public. 
 
Board members agreed to meet on April 28th, 4:00 p.m. at the Parks Department. 
 
Art Commission:  Chair Hilaire said that the new exhibit at the Airport is at either end of the baggage 
claiming area. 
 
Lodgers and Automobile Rental Tax (LART) Committee:  Chair Hilaire said that she is not able to 
attend the LART meeting which is scheduled this afternoon (April 10th). 
 
City Auditorium Budget:  Board member Castle asked if the $300,000 which is in the 2014 budget 
for the City Auditorium may not be spent on City Auditorium but spent on water.   
 
Ms. Palus said that she did not make any recommendations regarding those projects which are 
currently identified in the CIP budget for water.  Ms. Palus will meet with the Chief of Staff (Steve 
Cox) to discuss how the Department might be able to mitigate some of the $1.1 million which is 
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required this year as it relates to water.  Currently, the Department is looking at other projects to put 
on hold such as contracting out services for native rights-of-way.   
 
Ms. Palus said that at the last Board meeting, she said that a $3 million deficit was projected going 
into next year.  This is incorrect.  That was what the Budget Office had provided to us; however, they 
had added $2 million in 2015 with the $1.1 million for this year.  In actuality, the Department is short 
$1.1 million this year and $1.65 million going into 2015 if the Department waters at the deficit level we 
are currently watering at.  The Department wants to reach 24” of water on the turf but the minimum 
amount required costs an additional $515,000.  If mother-nature is kind as it was in 2013 then we can 
potentially work through the year with the dollars that we have allocated.  If not, then staff would 
request additional funding from the CTF funds through Parks Board and City Council.  Staff will 
provide an update regarding the status of water at the May meeting. 
 
Board member Castle requested that staff reiterate what Ms. Palus said regarding the City Auditorium 
budget at the next Friends group meeting. 
 
Kim King, Manager of Recreation and Administration, said that this has already been presented to the 
Friends group; however, she will attend their next meeting to reconfirm the information. 
 
Citizen Transportation Advisory Board:  Board member Liebert said that seven members have 
been selected for the Active Transportation Committee.  The next Citizen Transportation Advisory 
Board meeting is scheduled on April 15th.  
 
Grant for City Auditorium:  Ms. Palus said that a grant request for the City Auditorium seating has 
been submitted.  President King signed a support letter. 
 
Harlan Wolfe Site:  Ms. Palus said that as of April 9th, the Governor announced that the Department 
will be receiving a $100,000 grant for the Harlan Wolfe site, which is related to the FEMA work with 
the flooding which occurred in September 2013.  The cost of the project is $200,000, which includes 
sediment control and foundation work for the 1970’s building.  The grant allows restoration work 
including repairs to destroyed natural areas, trails, community garden areas, enhancements to 
educational signage, etc.  The total project cost for the Department is $10,625.  FEMA is providing 
funding for the remaining cost. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, the Board adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 


