
MINUTES 
 
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board  
October 9, 2014 
1401 Recreation Way, CSC  80905 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Scot Hume, Ron Ilgen, Alex 
Johnson, Mina Liebert, John Maynard 
 
Absent:  Hank Scarangella 
 
Alternates Present:  Bob Lally 
 
Alternates Absent:  Jason Rupinski 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Opening:  Chair Hilaire called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 

CITIZEN DISCUSSION 
 
City Auditorium Update:  Dave Weesner with the Friends of the Historic City Auditorium, said the 
following: 
 
- Request for Proposal for the restroom restoration is due on October 10

th
.   

- The Friends group‟s Annual Reception is scheduled on October 21
st
, 5:30 p.m. at the City Auditorium.  

They will recognize major donors and celebrate the completion of Phase 1 of the lighting 
improvement project.  Board members were invited to attend the event. 

- The Friends group provided funding towards floor replacement to improve the administrative area on 
the east side of the building where flooding took place this summer. 

 
Discovery Park:  Darryl Deighton, who lives across from Discovery Park, said that soccer games are 
scheduled seven days a week at Discovery Park.  Mr. Deighton addressed the traffic and parking issues 
in the neighborhood and safety concerns related to the increasing traffic. 
 
In response to Chair Hilaire‟s question regarding if staff is aware of the situation, Kurt Schroeder, 
Manager of Park Operations and Development, said that soccer organizations use the field and that the 
Department understands the situation.  Where the soccer games are scheduled are on the school 
property.  Staff encourages utilizing the school parking lot. 
 
In response to Chair Hilaire‟s suggestion regarding changing the sign of the bus loading zone by 
extending the time, Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services said that staff will 
contact the school regarding the usage of the school parking lot and the bus loading zone sign since 
these are under the school‟s purview. 
 
Board member Maynard said that these concerns are Traffic Engineering, the school and the Police 
Department‟s issues. 
 
South Cheyenne Creek:  Jim Bensberg said that he wanted to bring to the Board‟s attention that it has 
been two weeks since the flow of the water to the South Cheyenne Creek (which flows around South 
Cheyenne Cañon Park) has been redirected to the Colorado Springs Utilities‟ (CSU) water system by 
CSU, leaving the Creek dry.  Mr. Bensberg said that the Creek is a major visual element of the park and it 
also supports a variety of flora and fauna in the area.  He said that there should be a discussion with 
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CSU, and a notification from CSU to the residents, reassuring them that this situation will not continue to 
exist.   
 
In response to Board member Maynard‟s question if Mr. Bensberg has contacted CSU, Mr. Bensberg 
said yes, but that there is no timeline or deadline as to when the water will be released. 
 
In response to Board member Maynard‟s question regarding the water rights, Mr. Bensberg said that the 
Cheyenne Creek Metro Water District has the water rights and he alerted its board members; however, 
they were not able to get to the issue as quickly as Mr. Bensberg desired so he is using his own 
resources to find out what is taking place.  
 
Mr. Bensberg was bringing this issue to the Parks Board‟s attention because the natural features are 
lacking when the creek dries up.  He said that he contacted Board member Johnson regarding this issue. 
 
High Drive:  Mr. Bensberg said that he corresponded with Board member Johnson regarding this issue 
as well.  He said that “I have expressed my displeasure, as a motorized enthusiast, at the continued 
closure of High Drive, and in the interim, if it can‟t be opened to all motor vehicle traffic as it has 
historically been used as a scenic byway and a very valuable asset in the Springs‟ park system, I think it‟s 
unusual to exclude two-wheeled vehicles, even though they are motorized vehicles, when it seems safe 
for the bicycles, pedestrians and equestrians.  So you might be aware that the Forest Service is currently 
vetting a draft proposal to reopen trail #667, with a re-route around Conejo mountain, which would take 
motorized traffic and perhaps all traffic in the future out of the Bear Creek Watershed but certainly the 
two-wheeled motorized traffic and in that proposal, they also envision reopening their section, which is 
jointly managed with the Colorado Springs Parks, trail #665, which you might be familiar with, from Gold 
Camp Road up to High Drive and then crossing over the High Drive and connecting to #667.  So at some 
point in the very near future, we hope that this draft proposal will be adopted by the Nation Forest Service 
and that we will be able to resume activity as we did before.  In December 2012, we were shut out of the 
entire basin but you might be aware that the upper part of what is commonly known as the Jones 
Park/Frosty Park area is open to at least two-wheeled motorized activity and now that Old Stage Road is 
once again re-opened, folks can access that area either through Old Stage Road or Gold Camp Road.  
This brings me to my next point that there is some precedence for allowing continued activity by all users, 
all recreationists, that the Forest Service has continued to keep Gold Camp Road open even past the 
gate where it is closed to large motor vehicles but a little known fact that it is in fact a Forest Service road 
and motorized vehicles under 48” can use that road and traverse the third tunnel, which is collapsed and 
closed, and go on up to Gold Camp Road to St. Peter‟s Dome and beyond.  But it‟s also noteworthy too 
that El Paso County has re-opened Old Stage Road with Federal funds and if funds are lacking I believe 
that some of the arguments put forward to keep High Drive closed to any motorized activity really ought to 
be scrutinized in the cold light of day and I don‟t think there‟s any empirical evidence to suggest that or 
any studies done to suggest that motorcycles, which have historically enjoyed access to High Drive on 
both sides cannot be compatible with other uses.  So, certainly on the south side where the road is not in 
the Bear Creek Watershed, it seems to be logical, and at some point, really and truly, we‟re going to have 
to open that #665 trail, which you might be aware of, is the only trail in the Colorado Springs Parks‟ 
inventory that is open to or hitherto motorized activity to real activity.”   
 
Mr. Bensberg circulated a map from the draft proposal of the Bear Creek Watershed Improvement 
Project, and said that he highlighted the draft proposed route which would be opened to “motorized”.  In 
general, he is in agreement with the route.  (See map) 
 
 
Trails and Open Space Coalition (TOSC) Items:  Susan Davies, Executive Director of TOSC, 
announced that TOSC‟s Annual Membership Celebration is scheduled on October 23

rd
, 6:00 p.m. at the 

Cottonwood Center for the Arts. 
 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/0CD-1-Map.pdf
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Ms. Davies requested the Board‟s continued support for the November Ballot Item 1A “Yes for Parks”.  
This is not a tax increase but allows El Paso County to spend $2 million (TABOR surplus) on “County” 
parks, trails and nature center projects. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Charles Castle made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 9, 2014 Board meeting.  
Motion seconded by Alex Johnson and carried unanimously.   
 
Ayes: Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Scot Hume, Ron Ilgen, Alex Johnson, Mina 

Liebert, John Maynard  
Nays: None 
Absent: Hank Scarangella  
 

ACTION ITEM 
 
Rampart Park Master Plan Amendment   (Item #1) 
Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program, said that this item is part of an ongoing 
effort to look for opportunities for additional disc golf courses within the community.  Staff will provide a 
presentation regarding the process which the Department has gone through; the proposed disc golf 
location in Colorado Springs; public process and comments received; and staff recommendation.  Staff 
distributed additional public comments which were received since the Board packet was sent.  (See 
emails in FAVOR of disc golf course)      (See emails AGAINST disc golf course) 
 
In the context of discussion, staff found that there are differing community values; what is more important 
for the community, in this case disc golf or natural resources and concerns related to the neighborhood.  
Staff planned the disc golf course to mitigate impacts to natural resources surrounding the neighborhood; 
however, disc golf will ultimately have some impact on natural resource values.  The extent of those 
values can be debated.  Many neighbors who attended the public meetings have expressed opinions 
more towards natural resource values than the disc golf course at Rampart Park. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that open space preservation is a big part of the new Parks Master Plan.  On the other 
hand, the disc golf community, which represents thousands of disc golf players within the community, 
values recreational opportunities afforded by disc golf.  Staff has been working over the past two years to 
find locations for additional disc golf courses.  Through that process Rampart Park was identified as a 
possible location.  Opportunities for additional disc golf courses are identified in the new Parks Master 
Plan as well. 
 
In the past two years, the disc golf community has been working closely with the Parks Department, 
spending hundreds of hours with site visits, site designs, and attending meetings.  They have expressed 
their frustration over the process and the length of time that it is taking and they are anxious to move 
forward with additional courses and relieve the pressure on the disc golf course at Cottonwood Creek 
Park. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that staff was recommending no change to the Rampart Park master plan at this time 
based on the neighborhood input as well as potential impacts to the resources.   
 
David Deitemeyer, Park Planner, provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the process which the 
Department has gone through; proposed disc golf in Colorado Springs; proposed disc golf course in 
Rampart Park, public process and comments received; and staff recommendation.   (See presentation) 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer said that people who were in favor of and against the disc golf course were present at the 
meeting.   The agenda packet included public comments from the proposed Rampart Park disc golf 
course planning process which took place in the summer and fall of 2014.   
 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/AI-1a-DiskGolfFavor.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/AI-1a-DiskGolfFavor.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/AI-1a-DiskGolfAgainst.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/AI-1b-DiscGolfPresention.pdf
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After reviewing the collected comments as well as consideration of the natural resources and discussion 
with staff, staff decided to recommend that no action be taken to amend the Rampart Park Master Plan 
and that a disc golf course not be developed in the open space of Rampart Park.  However, staff 
recommended a continued process to evaluate alternative sites across the community with a goal of 
developing up to three new disc golf courses. 
 
In response to Board member Ilgen‟s question regarding the type of activities allowed in open space, and 
disc golf in this case, Mr. Deitemeyer said that this area was identified as a natural area in 1992 and it 
was not specified as an open space. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that a working definition which staff has been using is that open space is the presence of 
natural resource values and not the absence of development.  The TOPS ordinance has a legal definition, 
however, this is not a TOPS open space. 
 
Board member Maynard asked if there was a Rampart Park Friends group. Mr. Deitemeyer said no.   
 
Board member Maynard said that there was a need for a Friends group, regardless of the possible disc 
golf course, based on the neighborhood comments. 
 
Board member Maynard asked if the Board approved the staff‟s recommendation, would that preclude 
any of the changes that were shown on the plan regarding non-disc golf related changes to the park plan 
(i.e. additional parking, dog park access, etc.) 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer said that the Department‟s intention is to make only those changes with the addition of 
disc golf. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that it is a question of timing (i.e. is there a need to address the parking situation?).  It is 
independent of the disc golf conversation.  If it is parking that is needed, it would have to be added to the 
list of unfunded projects and be prioritized. 
 
Board member Maynard said that in a community park, the use of the park and the ability to put facilities 
into the park take precedence over preservation of natural resources.  In open spaces the preservation of 
natural resources takes precedence over recreational use. 
 
He said that the Board made the right decision in Wolf Ranch Park.  The infill was a park situation and the 
design of the park was difficult because the existing residents had certain expectations.  Thus it is better 
to look at different community park sites where there are no neighbors or there is a buffer in place in order 
to have the flexibility to put in facilities over time.  There is a demand for disc golf in this community and a 
location needs to be found. 
 
Chair Hilaire agreed with Board member Maynard‟s comments.  She said that there is a safety concern 
on the narrow drive on the walk way where there is no dog entrance.  Items such as these need to be 
added to the unfunded project list. 
 
Chair Hilaire asked if the public comments received, as late as last night, had additional concerns beyond 
what was presented. 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer said that the deadline for comments was October 6

th, 
as posted on the website, to allow 

for time to prepare for the Parks Board meeting.  The comments which were received on October 7
th
 and 

8
th
 were generally in support of the disc golf course by the disc golf community.  All comment received to 

date have been provided to the Board. 
 
Board member Castle asked if El Pomar Sports Complex was another potential site for a disc golf course.  
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Mr. Deitemeyer said yes, and that staff has been working with the Police Department over the past three 
weeks regarding the site access across their lot.  As El Pomar continues to move forward, staff has been 
focused on Rampart Park.  
 
Board member Castle said that he agreed with this park having a Friends group.  He said that parking 
and drainage issues also need to be discussed and addressed. 
 
In response to Board member Castle‟s question regarding having a 9-hole course at Rampart Park, Mr. 
Deitemeyer said that the Department is open to shorter courses.  However, there has not been a lot of 
discussion regarding a shorter course at public meetings.  Besides, the disc golf community‟s desire is to 
have an 18-hole course. 
 
Board member Johnson asked if public input isn‟t one of the criteria for selecting a site in terms of the 
process.  Mr. Deitemeyer said that it is part of staff‟s due diligence in selecting a site then going to the 
public. 
 
Board member Liebert said that the Board serves to make sure that there is equitable access and 
opportunities for those within the community.  Therefore, looking at it from that perspective, the Board 
needs to be mindful not only of the residents who are impacted but also those who are trying to benefit 
from having a course.  This is a community park; therefore, that needs to be recognized. 
 
Board member Maynard asked if any TOPS properties are available for this type of use. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that the Department has a legal responsibility to take care of and steward the natural 
values of TOPS properties.  The TOPS ordinance is silent on whether it can or cannot take place.  It is 
also silent on a lot of other potential uses.  Each master plan process determines what is appropriate or 
not.  The Department must be able to demonstrate that disc golf would not impact natural resource values 
on TOPS properties and this is difficult to do. 
 
Board member Ilgen asked if the Department had considered making this (disc golf) seasonal to limit the 
impact. 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer said that was discussed internally; however, there was a concern with it being a 
management issue.  Staff also discussed removing baskets; however, they felt that the informal use could 
still potentially occur without the baskets. 
 
Board member Hume made a comment that the idea of the course being low maintenance is incorrect. 
Impacts are minimal but non-irrigated areas would be beat up like the Cottonwood Creek Park course.  
 
Chair Hilaire asked for public Input. 
 
Tim Kreiger, representing the disc golf community, said the following: 
 
- In the past two-and-a-half years, proposed disc golf course sites have been shut down three times 

(Bear Creek, Quail Lake and Rampart Parks).  They need Parks Board‟s support on this. 
- Disc golf course at Cottonwood Creek Park was finished in 1994 without grass.  With assistance from 

the Parks Department with mulch, the disc golf community worked on the area which now has grass.  
- Rampart Park is a perfect location, with one being that it has terrain.  It will also relieve pressure from 

Cottonwood Creek Park.  There is no other option north of Austin Bluffs Parkway other than Rampart 
Park.  The La Plata site is being considered.  However, based on the comments received for Rampart 
Park, La Plata may be difficult, even though the land has specifically been donated for disc golf.   

- There are solutions for the majority of the neighborhood concerns, especially the drainage and 
parking issues.   
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- Parks Board approved five locations for disc golf courses.  The locations and the funding were to be 

determined.  The disc golf club has been raising funds for a course.  The Rampart Park course will be 
funded by the Pikes Peak Flying Disc Club.   

- The Disc Golf Club said that they want to be the Friends of Rampart Park.  This was mentioned in the 
beginning when disc golf was proposed.  Rampart Park needs a Friends group.   

- Colorado Springs is a prime city for disc golf.  Local, regional and national competitions can be 
brought in. 

- The neighborhood comments did not mention positive comments.  At the first meeting, three 
neighbors mentioned that Rampart Park was a great location and they would support it.  One person 
is working with the Club helping to get a community grant.  

- Mr. Kreiger read a newspaper article highlighting the positive aspects of disc golf. 
- Disc golf is a positive investment with a low cost.  It could also decrease vandalism in the park. 
 
Mr. Kreiger said that the Club is looking for solutions for disc golf courses to determine how they can 
come up with two or three courses from the original five.   
 
On behalf of the Pikes Peak Disk Golf Club, and 5,000 disc golfers within the community, Mr. Kreiger said 
that he was seeking the Board‟s approval to proceed with a course in Rampart Park. 
 
In response to Board member Maynard‟s question regarding a 9-hole course, Mr. Kreiger said that they 
prefer an 18-hole course.  A 9-hole will not serve their purpose.   
 
The following citizens spoke “IN FAVOR” of a disc golf course in Rampart Park: 
1. Tim Kreiger, Representing the disc golf club and community 
2. Steve Hardyman, who lives next to Cottonwood Creek Park 
3. Greg Trent, Rampart Park neighbor 
4. Tom Webb, a resident near Rampart Park 
5. Kyle Giovannini, a disc golf player 
 
The following citizens spoke “AGAINAST” a disc golf course in Rampart Park: 
1. Katherine Gurganus, President of the Homeowners Association that represents the Preserve at 

Briargate, representing 56 residents. 
2. Bob Kelly, Resident of the Preserve at Briargate 
 
In response to Board member Liebert‟s question regarding the staff recommendation, Mr. Deitemeyer 
said that the recommendation was based on the vast majority of the neighbor‟s opposition to the disc golf 
course and the gray area of the value of the open space and natural resources. 
 
In response to Chair Hilaire‟s question regarding the public process and reaching a two-mile radius, Mr. 
Deitemeyer said that the neighbors within 1000‟ of the park (600 addresses) were mailed a postcard 
informing them of the project and the date and time of the public meetings. 
 
Board member Maynard asked if the Board‟s decision today would be a final decision or if it could be 
appealed. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that the Board‟s decision can be appealed to City Council.  A decision either way can be 
appealed. 
 
Chair Hilaire said that staff‟s recommendation was based on public input and citizen interaction and 
asked if that would reflect on how adamant the staff is on pursuing should the Board recommend to go 
forward and modify the master plan. 
 
Mr. Lieber said that it is staff‟s responsibility to provide the best professional recommendation, which is 
based on a number of issues.  One is what we are hearing from the community.  We are able to address 
many issues (i.e. moving holes, adding parking, etc.)  However, in terms of the values question, from a 
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design perspective, staff is not able to mitigate or address in its entirety impact to the natural resource 
values. 
 
In response to Board member Liebert‟s question regarding the state in which the disc golf course resides 
in Cottonwood Creek Park and what that area is called, Mr. Lieber said that it is a designated part of 
Cottonwood Creek Park. 
 
In response to Board member Ilgen regarding a compromise (i.e. 9 holes, maintenance by the disc golf 
community, etc.), Mr. Deitemeyer said that the Parks Department is open to a 9-hole course. 
 
Mr. Kreiger said that they want to be very involved.  Regarding a 9-hole course, he said that they were 
not opposed to less than an 18-hole course; however, it does not solve all the critical issues.  A 9-hole 
course would have more dense use versus an 18-hole course.   
 
 
In response to Board member Hume‟s question regarding consideration of a reclamation bond, Kurt 
Schroeder, Manager of Park Operations and Development, said that staff would need to investigate that 
further. 
 
In response to Board member Liebert‟s question regarding the Homeowner‟s concerns, Ms. Gurganus 
said that concerns include impacts to wildlife and vegetation; parking issues (putting in a gravel lot will not 
solve that); discs which are thrown into scrub oaks will not be picked up because it will be too difficult to 
retrieve them; disc golfers going to Ms. Gurganus‟ property to retrieve discs they are thrown into her 
property (the Mirage channel, backs up to Ms. Gurganus‟ property); erosion concern; public safety (being 
impacted by errant discs while walking on a path); etc. 
 
In response to Board member Liebert‟s question regarding the erosion issue and a buffer which has been 
designated to alleviate the concern, Mr. Deitemeyer explained that staff designed for a 150‟ buffer from 
the Mirage Channel to holes and the second one which angles down.  He pointed holes 5 and 6 with their 
direction away from the Mirage Channel and the townhomes to the south. Mr. Deitemeyer also explained 
the small ridge line along and at the basket of hole 4 and tees of holes 5 and 6, which drain surface water 
into the regional pond. There would be only a small amount of disc golf course area that drain south 
toward the Mirage Channel. These are efforts which staff took to mitigate those concerns. 
 
Board member Liebert said that the Board needs to consider a disc golf course on the south side (El 
Pomar).  She said that the Board needs to be open to opportunities for changes and understand that 
there are related impacts from the natural resources perspective. 
 
Board member Castle said that this is a recreational sport.  A disc golf course will be good at Rampart 
Park (i.e. reduce graffiti, etc.).  He would like to see a Friends group for Rampart Park.  Board member 
Castle supports a disc golf course. 
 
Vice Chair Feffer said a disc golf course will raise concerns at any location.  While the Department is 
waiting to find a logical location, Cottonwood Creek Park continues to get worse.  Therefore, the Board 
needs to address this.  Rampart Park is a community park.  The growth in the city is north and east.  The 
Board needs to make a commitment to a demand and the need to satisfy it.  A disc golf course is a good 
fit for Rampart Park.  Vice Chair Feffer said that the Disc Golf Club is trying to be a good partner and he 
believes that they will be a good partner.  La Plata is a future option but Rampart Park is an option for 
today. 
 
Board member Maynard said that some of the concerns, particularly parking, can be addressed.  The use 
of school parking, parking that would allow access south of the tennis courts to hole #1, or preferably the 
very southeast corner where there are few cars or an access south of the baseball diamond to a new hole 
#1 location would take all the parking for disc golf out of the park and put it on the school property.  Board 
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member Maynard said that he hesitates to preclude any option that would remove disc golf as an 
opportunity in Rampart Park.  He said that he was not sure if it is ready for a design decision.   
 
Board member Hume suggested including a management component (i.e. resource management plan) if 
a disc golf course is approved at Rampart Park. 
 
Board member Ilgen said that disc golf is still new in the public„s perception.  If the Board decides to 
proceed with a disc golf course, the Disc Golf Club needs to be involved, if not committed to the City, to 
help with that perception by being very active stewards of the park such as policing the area, and working 
with the neighbors to make sure that discs flying on properties or left on the course are picked up.  Board 
member Ilgen emphasized creating a Friends group and hoped that the Disc Golf Club will participate in 
it. 
 
Chair Hilaire said that she sees advantages to the park with disc golf at Rampart Park:  taking pressure 
off of Cottonwood Creek Park; parking lot; changes to dog park; etc.  These will not happen if a disc golf 
course is denied in this park.  Board member Maynard said that there are other things that should be 
done and asked if this would be an “end all” plan or if staff would be open to considering some additional 
changes. 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer said that a part of the action is that disc golf can be developed in Rampart Park so it gives 
staff some flexibility in the final design. 
 
Charles Castle made a motion to recommend amending the Rampart Park Master Plan and that a 
disc golf course be developed in the natural area of Rampart Park.  Motion seconded by Alex 
Johnson and carried unanimously. 
 
Ayes: Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Scot Hume, Ron Ilgen, Alex Johnson, Mina 

Liebert, John Maynard  
Nays: None 
Absent: Hank Scarangella  
 
 
Board member Maynard said that a community park, the use of the park and the facilities take precedence 
over preservation of the natural areas.  Staff changes through the public process have mitigated a majority 
of the neighborhood‟s concerns; however, not the parking concern.  Board member Maynard would like 
consideration given to working with the school district from the final design to make use of their parking and 
perhaps realign the numbering of holes so that it encourages disc golf users to use the school parking which 
would have a major benefit to the park usage. 
 
 
Break:  9:51 a.m. 
Reconvened:  10:03 a.m. 
 

CEREMONIAL ITEMS   (10:00 a.m.  Time Certain) 
 
 Recognition for Spruce Up the Springs Projects 

Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, recognized the following groups for 
their support and partnerships with the Spruce Up the Springs projects: 
 
- Friends of Cheyenne Cañon:  Volunteer assisted with trail maintenance and park clean-up in 

North Cheyenne Cañon on August 16, 2014.    Bob Falcone, President of Friends of Cheyenne 
Cañon, accepted an award on behalf of the Friends group. 
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- Friends of Ute Valley Park:  Volunteers helped to restore and re-seed a widening trail at Ute 

Valley Park on June 21, 2014.  Dan Woods, President of Friends of Ute Valley Park, accepted an 
award on behalf of the Friends group. 

 
- Guardians of Palmer Park:  Volunteers assisted with trail maintenance and park clean-up in 

Palmer Park on May 17, 2014.  Cristina Corpuz, President of Guardians of Palmer Park, 
accepted an award on behalf of the Friends group.  Additional board members and past-
president, Tom Howes, were present at the meeting. 

 
 Recognition of Mountain Shadows Park Playground Project 
 David Deitmeyer, Park Planner, recognized the following organizations and individuals who 

participated in the Mountain Shadows Park Playground project with framed pictures: 
 

- Colorado Springs Together:  Bob Cutter and John Henry provided leadership and fundraising in 
the early planning stages of the project and continual support and guidance throughout the 
project.  In addition, Mr. Henry provided marketing support. 

 
- Mountain Shadows Community Association:  Eddie Hurt and Nora Gledich provided support 

in the public meetings, planning process and outreach as well as assistance with the ground 
breaking and ribbon cutting ceremonies.  In addition, Ms. Gledich is providing assistance with the 
Waldo Canyon Fire Memorial. 

 
- HBA Cares:  Provided $25,000 as a cash donation for the renovation of the park, playground, 

memorial and installation of the pavilion.  Mike DeGrant provided leadership and support in the 
early planning stages and fundraising for the project.  Breanna Colbrunn provided project 
management and support for the pavilion planning and installation. 

 
- Even Preisser, Inc.:  Dave Even provided construction services for the site work, concrete walks, 

concrete seatwalls and the Waldo Canyon Fire Memorial. 
 

- Classic Homes:  Provided $75,000 as a cash donation for the renovation of the park, playground 
and memorial. 

 
- Land Title Guarantee Company:  Provided $ 23,000 as a cash donation for the renovation of 

the park, playground and memorial. 
 

- Colorado Springs Utilities:  Eric Becker provided project management, irrigation design, 
irrigations supplies and support for the irrigation modifications of the new site plan.  

 
- Timberline Landscaping:  Judd Bryarly provided a crew for landscape modifications on site. 

 
- Woods Site and Playscapes:  Terry Putman, Playground representative, provided discounted 

play equipment and surfacing; and served as project crew lead for the Volunteer Playground 
Build/Installation days in August.  

 
- Encore Electric:  Mike Ferguson provided and installed new electrical services to the pavilion. 

 
- Vantage Homes:  Chad Thurber provided project management and support for the pavilion; led 

the crew installing the pavilion; and coordinated the masons and tile contractors. 
 

- Crossed Paths Surveying:  Jim Brinkman provided base map surveying of all of Mountain 
Shadows Park and construction staking of the new playground, pavilion and walks. 

 
- Transit-Mix Aggregates:  Provided the base material for the playground surfacing. 
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- C&C Sand and Stone:  Provided discounted supplies for the stone work on the column bases 

and seatwall end pillars. 
 

- DJ Quality Electric:  Provided and installed the electrical services at the pavilion. 
 

- Floorcraft:  Provided the supplies and installation of the hand tiles on the seatwall at the 
playground. 

 
- GESCO Nursery:  Gerry Student provided trees for the landscape improvements. 

 
- HDR, Inc.:  Maureen Paz de Araujo provided technical support for the construction drawings in 

the original approved master plan. 
 

- Tapis Associates:  Bill Marbaker provided irrigation design and technical support for the original 
approved master plan. 

 
- Chipeta Elementary School:  Sarah Scott provided support during the planning process with 

use of Chipeta Elementary for the neighborhood meetings; coordinated with students to draw 
their ideal playground for the planning process; and worked with the Parks Department on the 
GOCO School Yard Initiative Grant for the educational landscape at Chipeta Elementary School. 

 
- Boy Scouts:  Jesse Brinkman led the Hand Tile project and collected over 1,300 tiles with the 

community‟s handprints and hand painted tiles.  The tiles were from Chipeta and Trailblazer 
Elementary Schools, Holmes Middle School, Coronado High School, and the neighbors.  The 
finished tiles were provided to the Parks Department for installation. 

 
- Chick-Fil-A:  Torie Griffen and  Sharon Comiskey provided food for the ground breaking and the 

ribbon cutting ceremony during the Patriots Festival. 
 

- Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department:  Staff provided support and work in 
completing the project from beginning to end. 

 
 
 Colorado Parks and Recreation Association Columbine Award for “Bark Rangers Program”  

Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, recognized the following Regional 
Parks, Trails and Open Space staff:  Scott Abbott, Regional Parks Supervisor, and Mollie Hayden, 
Natural Resource Technician, for creating the “Bark Rangers Program” for the Department. 
 
 

 City of Colorado Park System Master Plan”  
Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, recognized the following 
Department staff for their effort in the past several months for updating the ten-year Park System 
Master Plan, which was approved by City Council on September 23

rd
: 

 
Chris Lieber, Manager of Park Development and TOPS Program 
Kurt Schroeder, Manager of Park Operations and Development 
Kim King, Manager of Recreation and Administration  
Julie Lafitte, Administration Technician – Park Development and TOPS Program Division 
Matt Mayberry, Manager of Cultural Services 

 
 
NOTE:  Due to a meeting conflict with staff, the below item was presented after the Cumbres and Toltec 
Scenic Railroad Proposal item under Presentation. 
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 Downtown Partnership Civil Servant Award - Matt Mayberry 

Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, recognized Matt Mayberry, 
Manager of Cultural Services, for receiving the Civil Servant Downtown Star award at the 17

th
 annual 

Downtown Partnership Breakfast with the Mayor on October 2
nd

.  Mr. Mayberry has increased private 
donations to supplement City resources to sustain and grow a museum with 50,000 annual visitors. 
He and his staff created new events, overhauled 75 percent of Museum exhibits, and guided 
significant exterior renovations of the historic building.  Mr. Mayberry also oversees and maintains the 
City‟s permanent public art collection and provides historic context to planning processes within our 
city.  
 

 
ETHICS TRAINING 

 
 Annual Ethics Training 
 Britt Haley, Corporate Division Chief with the City Attorney‟s Office, provided an annual Ethics 

Training to the Board members, as required by City Ordinance, through a PowerPoint presentation.  
(See presentation) 

 
 The City Code Chapter 1, Article 3:  Code of Ethics includes the following: 
 

1.3.101: Legislative Purpose 
1.3.102: Definitions 
1.3.103: Independent Ethics Commission 
1.3.104: Gifts 
1.3.105: Lobbying Activities 
1.3.106: Conflicts of Interest 
1.3.107: Ethics Education 
1.3.108: Further Ethics Rules and Regulations 

 
Ms. Haley concluded the training by providing her contact information in the event that the Board 
members had any questions in the future.  

 
 
NOTE:  Due to a meeting conflict with staff, the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad Proposal was 
presented after the 2014 Springs in Bloom item. 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
 2014 Springs in Bloom 
 Donna Sanchez, City Horticulturist, provided a presentation regarding the 2014 Springs In Bloom 

program.  Springs In Bloom is a volunteer program where individuals, families, groups and 
businesses can adopt flower beds throughout the City.  (See presentation) 

 
 
 Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad Proposal 
 Matt Mayberry, Manager of Cultural Services, said that the City of Colorado Springs and the Parks, 

Recreation and Cultural Services (PR&CS) Department have been approached by the Cumbres and 
Toltec Scenic Railroad (C&TSRR) with a proposal to rehabilitate steam locomotive #168, which is on 
display in Antlers Park.  C&TSRR proposes to remove the locomotive from its current static display, 
restore the engine to working condition, and operate it as part of their “museum on wheels.”  
Members of PR&CS staff have initiated a dialogue with railroad representatives.  Staff sought input 
from the Parks Board about the concept.  (See proposal from C&TSRR) 

 
Parks Department staff is still reviewing the C&TSRR proposal and considering the details of an 
agreement.  (See presentation) 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/ET-Ethics.pdf
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740273
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740274
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740275
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740276
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740277
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740278
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740279
http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?chapter_id=62567#s740280
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-1-SpginBlm.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-2a-CTSRRProposal.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-2-CTSRRPPres.pdf
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John Bush, President of Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, provided a brief history of the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad and the restoration of locomotive 168 by Denver & Rio Grande Western 
Railroad.  (See attachment) 
 
There was a brief discussion between the Board members, staff and Mr. Bush regarding the rail 
connection for engine 168; transporting the engine for restoration and demonstration on weekends; 
ownership of the engine; maintenance responsibilities; existing condition of the engine and its 
exterior; restoration work; timeframe for the restoration; funding for the restoration; status on the 
National Historic Registry; and insurance for the engine.  
 
Mr. Mayberry said that this item was a presentation and discussion only at this time.  A similar 
presentation was provided to the Historic Preservation Board.  Staff will present the proposal to City 
Council on October 27, 2014.  A public meeting has also been scheduled for that evening. 
 
Chair Hilaire suggested sending a letter of support to City Council.  The Board agreed. 
 
 

 Pickleball Update:  Before, After and Tournament Results 
Jeff Norton, representing the Pikes Peak Pickleball Club, provided an update on Pickleball through a 
PowerPoint presentation, which included court conversion (from tennis to pickleball) at Monument 
Valley Park; the Club's support on the posts and nets; and the 3

rd
 Annual Pikes Peak or Bust 

tournament results in terms of visiting player/family numbers from 12 states and Mexico, and the 
economic benefit to the city.  (See presentation) 
 
Following the presentation, Nancy Steffy, President of the Pikes Peak Pickleball Club, presented a 
check in the amount of $500 to Chair Hilaire and Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services.  

 
 
 Banker’s Lunch Loop 
 David Deitemeyer, Parks Planner, provided an update on the Banker‟s Lunch Loop project, which 

was a pilot project approved by the Parks Board in November 2013.  Since that time the Urban 
Singletrack Project has worked to establish 0.40 miles of single track along the Pikes Peak Greenway 
in Downtown Colorado Springs.  Numerous individuals, groups and companies have provided support 
to the Urban Singletrack Project to make for a successful season on the Banker‟s Lunch Loop. 
 
Mr. Deitemeyer and Jon Severson, who had initially proposed the trail, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation.  (See presentation) 
 
 

 Voice and Sight Tag Program/Green Tag Program 
 Kurt Schroeder, Manager of Park Operations and Development, said that this is a follow up item on 

the Green Tag program which the Board requested at the last meeting. 
 
 Mollie Hayden, Natural Resources Technician, provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the City 

of Boulder‟s Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) Voice and Sight Tag Program, which is also 
known as the Green Tag Program.  This program was initiated in the summer of 2006.  The program 
was to increase the proportion of dog guardians visiting OSMP properties who have control over their 
dogs as required by Boulder‟s preexisting voice and sight control regulations.  In the eight years since 
the program was first introduced, it has become popular with dog guardians and other visitors; 
however, it has had little effect on compliance with Boulder‟s voice and sight control regulations.   In 
response to increased pressure to improve the Tag Program‟s effectiveness, OSMP has mandated 
that as of January 1, 2015, all Tag Program participants must re-register and attend a mandatory 
training session every year.  Managing the Tag Program has been incredibly expensive for OSMP – 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-2b-CTSRRBkgrnd.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-3-Pickleball.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/PR-4-Banker'sLoop.pdf
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approximately $141,950 since 2006 plus an additional $700,000 to facilitate the upcoming program 
updates over the next two years – and has required a significant amount of enforcement by OSMP 
rangers.  The three Boulder OSMP staff members that the Regional Parks Trails and Open Space 
(RPTOS) consulted for this presentation unanimously advised RPTOS not to initiate a program like 
their Tag Program in Colorado Springs.   (See presentation) 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
(See attached report) 

 
 Monument Valley Park Ballfield Modification Update 
 Venezia Park Update 
 2015 PR&CS Calendar – “Discover Colorado Springs - People at Play”:  Deadline for Photo 

Submissions Extended to noon on October 20, 2014 
 City Council Action Update 
 Upcoming Events: 
- City Operations Outreach Program for Volunteers, Committee and Board Members:  
    October 15

th
, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the City Auditorium (Registration required) 

- Switchback‟s Inaugural Event (Pro Soccer Kickoff):  October 18
th
, 6:00 p.m. 

 South Slope – Soft Opening 
 Media Information 
 

BOARD BUSINESS 
 
 Board Committee Reports and Remarks 
 

Artificial Turf:  Board member Ilgen said that he saw news on October 8
th
 regarding carcinogens in the 

rubber in artificial turf and asked if staff was aware of it. 
 
Kurt Schroeder, Manager of Park Operations and Development, said that he watched the same news.  
Mr. Schroeder said that there needs to be continued research on this.  Staff is tracking the issue. 
 
Summit Project:  Board member Maynard said that a citizens group met the week of September 29

th
.  

However, he had no information to report at this time. 
 
Art Commission:  Chair Hilaire said that the Committee is scheduled to meet during the week of 
October 13

th
.  

 
Board member Castle provided the following information via email:  
 
Meadows Park Community Center (MPCC) 
- Bicycle Library:  “Kids on Bikes” will be training MPCC staff with the Kaiser Permanente grant 

money on how to do bike maintenance, keep the Bike Library going and make it self-sustaining. 
- Venture Crew (coed team with Boy Scouts of America) 

• The Crew will install mosaic tiles from ReStore into the spillway behind Meadows Park 
(across from MPCC). 

• The Crew is planning to do a concessions fundraiser at Evergreen Cemetery for the 
Halloween program there. 

• The Crew is planning on installing bike chains for Stratton Meadows Elementary student in 
the spring. 

 
Colorado Community Center Collaborative (CCCC) 
El Paso County Public Health is applying for a $1 million grant of which the Colorado Springs‟ 
Community Centers (Meadows Park, Hillside and Deerfield Hills) would use 5% if awarded ($50,000). 

http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/081414A/StaffRept.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/SR-StaffReport.pdf
http://www.springsgov.com/units/parksrec/pbdocs/100914M/SR-StaffReport.pdf
http://coloradosprings.gov/cat/government/general-information/information/register-city-operations-outreach-program
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The Healthy Food and Beverages Project (HFB) will target three community centers located within 
the city.   
 
City Auditorium 
- A meeting to establish a Task Force met on October 3

rd
.  Discussion included what business 

people may be invited to join it, long- and short-term goals, potential investors, fundraising via 
donations/grants/memberships, separating Lon Chaney Theater as a separate entity, capital 
improvements with goals and years to attain. 

- City Auditorium is planning to host a Fringe Festival in March or April to benefit Meadows Park 
Community Center. 

- Programming should drive revenue. Many up and coming arts programs could have their 
programs featured at City Auditorium before it gets restored (affordable now).  

 
City Auditorium Task Force:  Board member Johnson said that staff and Board representatives met 
to discuss various items and decided to move forward with a task force.  They will establish a vision 
and actionable items.  
 
Safety in Park System:  Board member Johnson reiterated a Staff Report item for the November 
meeting regarding what the Department is doing in terms of safety/security in the park system. 
 
Board member Maynard asked to quantify how big of an issue safety is and the type of issues which 
are creating safety issues (i.e. car break-ins, etc.).   
 
PR&CS Budget:  Susan Davies, Executive Director of the Trails and Open Space Coalition said that 
she has been asked by City Council and the media regarding what the Parks Board‟s stand is on the 
2015 budget.  Ms. Davies said that the Board members could be asked the same questions in the next 
two weeks. 
 
Chair Hilaire said that the Board has visited the budget numerous times. 
 
 
NOTE:  Mina Liebert left the meeting at 1:05 p.m. 
 
 

 Accommodating Parks 
Chair Hilaire said that Board member Scarangella sent a letter to the Board in his absence with a 
suggestion to create a subcommittee to discuss issues which some of the extremely popular parks 
are having (i.e. overcrowding in parks, parking issues, etc.). 
 
Board member Ilgen volunteered to serve on the subcommittee. 
 
P&RCS Code Review Committee:  Board member Scarangella suggested having additional Board 
members on the Code Review Committee. 
 
Chair HIlaire volunteered to serve on the committee. 
 
2015 Budget Presentation:  Karen Palus, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, said that 
on October 20

th
 and 21

st
, City Council will be receiving a presentation regarding the 2015 Budget.  The 

presentation will be provided by Chief of Staff Steve Cox and Chief Financial Officer Kara Skinner.  Any 
questions from the October 20

th
 meeting will answered be on the 21

st
 by staff. 

 
In response to Board member Maynard‟s question regarding the funding source (Conservation Trust 
Fund) for water, Ms. Palus said that the Department did not receive $1.1d million which the Department 
received this year.  $1.47 million is the new gap.  This amount will come from the Conservation Trust 
Fund.   
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Kurt Schroeder, Manager of Park Operations and TOPS Program said that the $2.2 million for water in 
the General Fund is still intact.  The Conservation Trust Fund will cover the gap, if needed.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business, the Board adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 

 


